
 
 

 

Newsletter 4: November 22nd 2019 

 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Families 
 
As we head into the cold, dark and damp months of winter I 
am mindful of maintaining the improvements we have made 
as a school in attendance.  This is commonly the time of year 
where we start picking up coughs and colds, particularly 
towards the end of a long term.  Most of us soldier on when 
we are under the weather in the full knowledge that our 
work is still waiting for us if we take a day off, and I would 
encourage our pupils to adopt much the same attitude.  My 
general rule of thumb remains that unless we can't get out 
of bed or be away from a toilet then we should be in school, 
as a day of education lost is one we can never get back.  I 
continue to value your support in ensuring your children are 
in school and learning. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dan Carter 
 
 
 

Home school communication 
 

The quickest and most effective ways to communicate with 
Thetford Academy are to telephone reception on 01842 
754875 or to email info@thetfordacademy.org.uk.  In both 
instances the admin team will be able to direct your enquiry 
to the most suitable person for a response.  Please be aware 
that if you call in to the academy without making an 
appointment that it is highly likely that the person you wish to 
see will not be available due to their teaching commitments or 
duties. 
 
Please let us know of any changes to address, phone numbers, 
emails and emergency contacts as soon as possible on the 
above email. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 

Whole school attendance 93.5%. 
 
Thetford Academy continues to strive to 
ensure that attendance is of the highest 
priority and that every student is accessing 
their education as much as possible. There 
are a few students however that are not 
hitting these high expectations. 
 
In order to support and address this issue 
we have phased in an attendance 
mentoring programme for students that 
require immediate attention, and are also 
initiating fast track procedures for 
students that are of a more serious 
concern. Please be aware that failed 
improvement in your attendance, if you 
are below 90%, can lead to fast track 
being initiated and then potentially for  
parents having to go to court, receive a 
fine and/or be presented with a parenting 
order, school attendance order or an 
education supervision order.  
 
This can be completely negated by a 
change in attitudes towards casual 
absence and the aspiration of all to 
access education. Please ensure that your 
child is in school to every session and 
continues to access the education they 
deserve. Failure to do so without good 
reason will trigger attendance procedures. 
 
On a more positive note, it is absolutely 
fantastic to celebrate the 538 students 
sporting their 100% attendance badges for 
half term 1. Lets try and beat that number 
for the end of this half term. Stellar effort. 
 
Top Tutor groups for each year:  
 

Year 7 7 Omega2 95.0% 

Year 8 8 Alpha3 95.2% 

Year 9 9 Delta6 93.7% 

  Year 10 10 Omega7 95.4% 

  Year 11 11 Gamma10 94.3% 

Lets aim for 100% next week 
Remember every day counts!   
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Hegarty Heros Awards  

 
 

Year 7= Shannon Copsey, Emily Wall 
Year 8 = Ringaile Matileviciut, Lilly Tate 
Year 9 = Charlotte Keane, Charley-Louise Holt 
Year 10 = Wellen De Souza, Ana Silva 
Year 11 = Rosie Bevington, Ligija Zidonyte 
 

 

 
 
 
Used Children’s Shoes 
 
The sixth form Student Union is collecting used (but in good 
condition) children’s shoes, up to size 5, for a Thetford based 
charity called Gift Your Shoes. If you have any that you would like 
to donate then these can be handed into reception up until Friday 
13th December. 
 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the diary 
 

 
26th November: Year 10 Drama 
exams 
27th November: STEM Trip 
2nd – 5th December: Year 11 & 13 
Art/Photography Mocks 
5th December: Year 9 Parents 
Evening 
10th -12th December: Cern, 
Switzerland sixth form trip 
11th December: Year 7 movie 
night 
12th December: Tate modern Art 
trip 
19th December: Winter 
Wonderland sixth form trip 
19th December: Year 7 Disco 
20th December: Christmas 
Jumper day and students finish at 
12:45pm 
7th January 2020: Students return 
to school 
16th January 2020: Year 11 
Parents Evening 

 


