


WELCOME

We pride ourselves on our personalised 

approach and pastoral care – our students 

are part of a tight-knit community. Our 

experienced staff will support you every step 

of the way, with expert teaching, support 

and encouragement, and a shared passion 

for helping you succeed.

Our sixth form is an exciting and engaging place to study: a step up 

from the challenges of GCSE but with all the familiarity and support 

of a high school environment. 

Thomas Paine sixth form is a fantastic 

bridge into the world of work or further 

study at university. We are ambitious for 

our students and our careers programme 

will help you get where you want to go. 

We go beyond academic qualifications. 

We will develop your life skills. We will 

challenge you and give you responsibility, 

through our students’ union,societies, and 

work experience programme.

With our cutting-edge facilities, we offer the 

best extracurricular activities – drama, dance, 

music, art and sport – both in dedicated 

sessions for our sixth formers and working 

with younger pupils.

This prospectus gives you an overview of life 

at Thomas Paine Sixth Form, but we would 

love to welcome you to see it for yourself.

Get in touch or visit our website for details 

of our open evenings or to arrange a chat 

about how you can find your future with us.

Dan Carter

Principal
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We offer both A Level and Vocational 

Courses, covering a wide range of subjects, 

that open up lots of opportunities for 

employment and further study. We want our 

students to be the next generation of leaders 

who inspire others in whichever profession or 

pathway you choose for your future.

Choosing the right sixth form is an important 

and exciting decision to have the privilege to 

make. We will help you progress to impressive 

university courses and successful careers.

Here at Thomas Paine Sixth Form we focus 

on academic progress & achievement, 

personal development and well-being and 

have high aspirations for your future. During 

your Sixth Form journey you will be provided 

with excellent academic and pastoral 

guidance. We will support and challenge 

you to aim high and our committed staff are 

always available to empower you to 

achieve your goals.

I look forward to meeting you and working 

with you during your time at Thomas Paine 

Sixth Form.

Helen Thomas-Jones

Head of Sixth Form

Welcome to Thomas Paine Sixth Form. We are an inclusive 

community, with the aim of delivering high quality, relevant 

courses that meet the needs of all our students. 
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Leadership 
Programmes
Alongside your courses all students in Thomas Paine Sixth Form follow one leadership 

programme which prepares you to be a future leader in a particular specialism. You will be 

supported on your programme by a specialist tutor who will help you build a programme 

that includes work experience, leadership qualifications, extra-curricular activities and 

networking opportunities.
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Business
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Student Life
The move to sixth form is all about you starting to take responsibility for your 
own studies, your choices and your future. We encourage you to be more 
independent - but we will also be on hand to support you when you need it.

Your day will be a mixture of taught lessons, tutor sessions, independent study and extra 

curricular activities. Students will have approximately 15 hours of taught lessons a fortnight 

and are expected to engage in equivalent hours for independent study. We further support you 

with additional lessons in study skills and pastoral support.

Sixth Form students wear smart casual clothes, allowing you to express your individuality 

while setting a positive example for the lower school.
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Thomas Paine Sixth Form provides students with a dedicated space while having access to the 

wider facilities of Thetford Academy.

Common Room - a mature social area in which to socialise and unwind during the day

Study Room - quiet study space including desktop computers, supported by a full-time

member of staff to help you with your studies

Library - further study space and access to a wide range of books and periodicals,

supported by a full-time librarian who can give guidance on access to extensive online 

resources, including a subscription to JSTOR to access the latest research in your field

Private Study Rooms - separate rooms available for private study without any distractions

Cafe - separate from the main school canteen, Thomas Paine students have a dedicated cafe 

providing hot meals, hot and cold drinks and snacks throughout the day

Library Terrace - outdoor space for relaxation and study, exclusive to sixth form students

Facilities

Being a Student Ambassador is a very prestigious role. Ambassadors are seen as role models 

to the younger years, are the face of and representatives of the Sixth Form, and are known for 

their role amongst students, staff and the community.

Sixth Form Ambassador

LaptopLaptop

Every Thomas Paine Sixth Form student will be given a personal laptop to use during their time 

in the Sixth Form. The Sixth Form has high-speed WiFi and technicians on hand to support you 

with any problems with your device.

Sixth Form Student Union

The Thomas Paine Sixth Form is led by sixth form students and staff. Sixth Form SU Committee 

Members hold key roles and contribute to making decisions that ensure that the Student Union 

takes a leading role in Sixth Form life. The Student Union engages in charitable and community 

activities and arrange social events too.
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Yr13 Sebastian

Subject Specialist facilities include:

     Dance and Drama Studio

     Arts Studio

     Technology Spaces

     Music Studio and Practice Rooms

     Sports Spaces - Indoor and Outdoor

     Science Laboratories

All Thomas Paine students are able to take part in any of the extra-curricular activities run at 

Thetford Academy, with a wide range of sports, arts and hobbies available. In addition, the 

Sixth Form Student Union Committee runs dedicated extra-curricular activities that are only 

for Thomas Paine students.

Thomas Paine students have access to Thetford Academy’s fitness room after completing an 

induction with a member of the Sports Department. Other activities on offer include a range 

of sports, creative arts, performing arts and mindfulness sessions.

Thomas Paine students are also able to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

and World Challenge.

Extra-Curricular Activities

These are activities that enable students to progress their studies beyond the classroom.

Activities include but are not limited to:

     Educational Visits and Trips Home and Away

     Wider Reading Opportunities

     EPQ Study

     Specialist Workshops

     Guest Speaker Programme

Other opportunities include participating in schemes 

such as UEA’s Future Forward and the Brilliant Club

Beyond the Curriculum Activities
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Support 
and Guidance
You will be supported every step of the way at Thomas Paine Sixth Form, from 
making your application through to gaining your qualifications and beyond. 
The Sixth Form is a close knit environment where the Sixth Form staff know every 
student by name.

10 Thomas Paine Sixth From Prospectus



Apply now at www.thomaspainesixthform.org 11

At Thomas Paine Sixth Form academic support is provided by our dedicated Raising Achievement 

Manager who is responsible for supporting students studying in the Study Centre, mentoring 

students, allocating students to intervention lessons with their class teachers, and managing 

external tuition.

Our Senior Tutor and Progress & Achievement Leader, ensures that every student receives 

targeted support, mentors students who are struggling, or who require extra challenge and liaises 

with subject teachers and heads of department so that subject-specific support is provided.

Our highly qualified specialist teachers are committed to achieving the best possible 

outcome for each student and work with the academic and pastoral team to support 

progression and achievement.

Academic Support

SEND Support

At Thomas Paine Sixth Form we aim to ensure all members of the school community 

support students with SEND, ensuring that SEND students are integrated into the life 

of the sixth form.

Our SENDCO and SEND Lead Practitioner, work alongside our pastoral and academic 

support team to ensure all students identified as having SEND, as far as possible, have 

equal access to all aspects of the curriculum

Form Group and Tutorials

All students at Thomas Paine Sixth Form belong to a Form Group. You will have the support of 

a form tutor and will have weekly tutorial lessons which follow a specialised programme.

These lessons will focus on a range of topics including, learning about study skills,

university, and apprenticeship applications. You will also learn about issues linked with

well-being and becoming an adult.

As part of form time, you will also have regular one-to-one tutorials with your form tutor.

In addition, you will also have a specialist leadership tutor, who will guide you on your 

leadership programme.

OFSTED 2020



Financial Support

We want as many students as possible to experience the benefit of learning at Thomas Paine 

Sixth Form. You may be able to access a range of funding options to help you in your studies. 

We encourage students (who are eligible) to apply to our bursary scheme.

The 16-19 Bursary Fund offers help to students at Thomas Paine Sixth Form to support 

students aged 16 to 19 in overcoming specific financial barriers to participation so they can 

remain in education.

The Fund is Split into two Categories:

1. Vulnerable Bursary

2. Discretionary Bursary

Students are encouraged to apply if they have extenuating circumstances leading to a financial 

need in attending and participating in sixth form.

Further details can be found on our website.

Well-Being

At Thomas Paine Sixth Form it is important that you feel safe, supported and happy in sixth 

form and at home. We pride ourselves on the care that we give to all students.

We have a student Well-Being Officer as part of the Student Union and their role is to work 

with the sixth form pastoral team in addressing and supporting students' well-being concerns. 

This is achieved through a programme of activities designed to support sixth form students in 

managing their physical, emotional and mental health.

Meet our Therapy Dogs

We have two very special members of the Thomas Paine 

Well-Being Team and that is Lexie and Albus.

Research shows that interaction with dogs is good 

for physical and mental health, by helping to reduce 

blood pressure and releasing chemicals in the brain 

that have a calming effect. If you are feeling 

overwhelmed or anxious, spending time with 

Lexie or Albus can help you feel more relaxed.

If you are nervous about dogs or allergic to 

dogs, please let us know.
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Careers, Universities 
And Apprenticeships
At Thomas Paine Sixth Form we are committed to preparing you 

for your future and empowering you to reach your academic and 

personal potential. 

You will begin preparing for your next steps from the moment you arrive at 

Thomas Paine Sixth Form. We work in partnership with the Norfolk Higher 

Aspirations Scheme, UEA and NEACO. These organisations offer a wealth 

of support in terms of information and provide a range of opportunities, 

including interview preparation, trips and visits.
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Open Days

We run regular visits to the University of East Anglia, Norwich University of the Arts, Lincoln 

University and the University of Cambridge. In addition we are happy to support you attending 

open days at other universities throughout your time in the Sixth Form.

Work Experience

As part of your sixth form experience you will complete work placements in a sector related to 

your own future aspirations. The precise format and timing of this will depend on what is most 

suitable for you, and you will develop a personalised programme of work experience with your 

personal tutor early in your time at the Thomas Paine Sixth Form. We use WEX Norfolk, an 

online work experience programme to support this as well as seeking opportunities directly 

with employers.

Careers Programme

As a student at Thomas Paine Sixth Form you will have access to careers advice throughout 

your time with us. We have our own Careers Advisor and also have a Higher Education 

Champion who visits once a week to mentor students with regards to future aspirations. We 

are able to offer full advice and guidance on careers and higher education in Yr12 followed by 

expert assistance with preparing your university/apprenticeship applications in Yr13 or making 

your first steps into work.

Students are able to book appointments directly with these advisors.

TP6 Sessions take place once a week for an hour and cover a range of topics from how to be 

an effective sixth form student, becoming an adult and preparation for your future. This 

programme compliments the form tutor programme. Within this session we also run the 

Academic Literacy course, which supports students in their academic writing and research.

You are also able to attend any of Thetford Academy’s careers programme events, with regular 

guest speakers from a variety of different sectors, and workshops on applying for jobs, 

managing your finances and advancing your career.

Oxbridge and Competitive Courses

Full guidance is given in Year 12 on preparing to make applications to highly competitive 

courses with interview preparation and ‘super-curricular’ activities that help set you aside from 

other high-achieving students. This is further supported by our outreach officers at Cambridge, 

Oxford, UEA and Higher Aspirations Scheme Membership. Students will be able to sign up to 

receive regular updates and guidance and book directly to participate in linked activities such 

as mock interviews, lectures and test preparation.
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It is really important to make informed decisions when you choose 

subjects for sixth form, both when it comes to the courses themselves 

and your career aspirations. 

You need to consider the subjects that are essential for some career destinations such as 

medicine, as well as consider those subjects you enjoy and know you will do well in. Thomas 

Paine Sixth Form offers students the opportunity to choose their own combination of courses, 

and to pursue different specialisms. We do not operate a system of pathways - believing that 

our students should be free to choose courses based on their strengths and their prior 

performance in individual subjects.

If a student has a specific career or specialism in mind we do support this through different 

"Professional Specialisms". Details regarding these specialisms can be found on our website.

The following courses are on offer at the Thomas Paine Sixth Form. Most students will study 

three courses, but it is possible to choose a fourth subject where this is appropriate for the  

student. As well as our main courses you also have the option to take additional qualifications.

Sixth Form 
Curriculum Offer

Courses

STEM Subjects Applied Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Maths, 

Further Maths, Product Design, Computing, Business

Social Sciences Criminology, Psychology

Languages French, Portuguese, Spanish

Humanities Geography, History, Politics, English Language and Literature

Creative and

Performing Arts

Dance, Drama, Music, Art, Photography, Media

Sport and Health Health & Social Care, Food Science and Nutrition, 

Sports Studies

16 Thomas Paine Sixth From Prospectus



Core Maths

Extended Project Qualification

Please visit our website for detailed subject information. We are always happy to talk through 

subject choices with students who need further guidance and advice, so please do get in touch 

if you need some help selecting courses.

Additional Optional Subjects include:

The two-year course, created in partnership with Norwich City FC’s Community Sports 

Foundation (CSF), is for students who have an aspiration to work in the sports industry.

Alongside an intensive football training and fixture programme, students will study for a 

Cambridge National Extended Diploma in Sport, which is the equivalent of three A-Levels. 

Please visit communitysportsfoundation.org.uk CSF - Football Education Programme

Alongside your course choices you will also participate in a wider curriculum offer to include 

our leadership and tutor programme, work experience and TP6 Sessions as a compulsory part 

of the education provision provided to students at Thomas Paine Sixth Form.

Leadership Programme Qualifications such a Gold Arts Award, also contribute to UCAS Points.

Football and Education Programme at Thomas Paine Sixth Form

To study with us, you should normally have at least five GCSEs at Grade 4 or above including a 

grade 5+ in both English and Mathematics. For the subjects closest to the courses you have 

chosen to study you will need a grade 5 or 6+

Subject Specific Entry requirements can be viewed on our website

You can apply online by visiting helpyouchoose.org or the Thomas Paine website. If you’re not 

sure about which courses are best for you, please get in touch to discuss your options.

Course details are correct at time of publication but may be subject to change

Sixth Form Entry Requirements
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Travel to Sixth Form
Thomas Paine Sixth Form is located on Croxton Road just off the A11 

and has rail and bus links.

By Rail

All students at the Thomas Paine Sixth Form are provided with a railcard to 

get discounted train travel to sixth form and across the UK.

By Car, Motorcycle or Moped

Students can park their car, motorcycle or moped in the Thetford Academy 

car park.

License registration numbers will need to be shared with our Sixth Form 

Support Manager.

By Bicycle

We have secure bike racks on site and lockers are available for storage 

(lockers are available at a charge)

Travel Schemes

Wherever you are travelling from in Norfolk or Suffolk, there are 

discounted Travel Schemes

Norfolk Students - Post 16 Travel Scheme

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-and-

college-transport/post16-travel-scheme

Suffolk Students - Suffolkonboard

https://www.suffolkonboard.com/

18 Thomas Paine Sixth From Prospectus



Apply now at www.thomaspainesixthform.org 19




