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Welcome to Year 9 Options! 

This is an important stage in your education where you 
will begin to narrow down the subjects that you study. 
You will continue to study the ‘core’ subjects of maths, 
English, science and physical education, but you will 
from the start of Year 10 be able to choose the other 
subjects you study.

There are better and worse ways to choose the subjects 
you want to study. Some not very good reasons for 
choosing are:

(1) My friend is doing the subject (you may not be in 
the same class…)

(2) I like / do not like the teacher (you may not have 
that teacher…)

(3) I do not need this subject for my future career (you 
may well change your mind about your career…)

(4) I have been told this subject is rubbish (you need to 
make up your own mind…)

So what are good reasons for choosing a subject? The 
most important is that you enjoy the subject and want 
to study it for two more years. You will be studying 
this subject to the end of Year 11 for five hours a 
fortnight, so you need to want to do it. You might also 
be thinking about subjects that link to your ambitions 
and plans for further study. It is okay not to know what 
you want to do in the future, but if you do, then this can 
help inform your choices. 
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When choosing your options, you need to pick one 
subject from each block. The reason you have to do this 
is because of the way the school timetable works: sadly, 
you cannot be in two places at the same time. 

Block A

Computer Science
French
History
Geography
German
Spanish

Block B

French
History
Geography
Spanish
Spanish for Portuguese Speakers

Block C

Art
Business
Design Technology
Health and Social Care
Hospitality and Catering
Music
Psychology
Sociology
Sport

Block D

Art
Business
Dance
Drama
Engineering
Health and Social Care
Hospitality and Catering
Photography
Religious Education
Sport

TIMELINE

WHO TO SPEAK TO

3

General Questions

Dr M Fordham 
(Vice Principal)

Subject Questions

Curriculum Leader 
(see subject pages)

Careers Advice

Sue Scott

11th March

Options Evening

19th March

Submit Options

If your chosen 
combination is not 
possible then a 
member of staff will 
discuss this with you 
after you have 
submitted your form.
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“Mathematics is the language with which God wrote the 
universe.”

Mathematics is everywhere and can be used to 
understand how the world around us functions and 
to explain how it works. You may aspire to be an 
architect and use maths and design every day. Or 
you may just need to understand how to manage 
your finances or be able to read the bus timetable to 
make sure you get to work on time. Achieving a 
good grade in GCSE Mathematics is a condition 
many establishments will require in order to accept 
students onto their courses for college or Sixth 
Form, and is also very highly regarded by many 
universities and employers. 

You will study a variety of topics including Number, 
Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, 
Geometry and Measure, Probability and Statistics.

During the course you will develop:

• The ability to think and communicate clearly, 
accurately and logically.

• The ability to solve problems.  

• The ability to apply mathematical skills to other 
academic subjects, and to real world problems.

• A positive attitude towards mathematics and 
numeracy.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADERS

Edexcel GCSE 
Mathematics

Galileo Galilei

4

Miss H Woodhouse

Miss F Ravenhill

You will sit three exams 
in Year 11. In Paper 1 
you are not allowed a 
calculator and in 
Papers 2 and 3 you can 
use a calculator. 
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“When I have a house of my own, I shall be miserable if I 
have not an excellent library.”

AQA English Literature and Language has been 
chosen for its ability to inspire, challenge and 
motivate every student, regardless of ability level. 
We ensure our curriculum is creative and engaging 
while providing appropriate challenge.

The GCSE English Literature pupils study a 19th-
century novel and Shakespeare. We take you on a 
literary journey through time, culture and changing 
attitudes, whilst encouraging you to appreciate a 
range of beliefs. You will also study a range of pre-
and post-1914 poetry, 20th -century drama and 
unseen poetry.

The GCSE English Language course enables you to 
develop the skills you need to read, understand and 
analyse a wide range of different texts, and to write 
well. We promote reading of a variety of sources, 
which act as stimulus for writing tasks. Our 
engaging and challenging curriculum takes you on a 
critical exploration in creative reading and writing 
which looks at how writers use narrative and 
descriptive techniques to engage the interest of 
readers. We also study writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives and look at how different writers 
present a similar topic over time

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE English 
Literature

AQA GCSE English 
Language

Jane Austen

5
Mrs G Price

English Literature

Paper 1 – Shakespeare 
and the 19th-Century 
Novel (40%)

Paper 2 – Modern 
Texts and Poetry (60%)

English Language

Paper 1 – Explorations 
in Creative Reading 
and Writing (50%) 

Unit 2 – Writers' 
Viewpoints and 
Perspectives (50%)
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“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now 
is the time to understand more, so that we may fear less.” 

In Combined Science we study a range of topics 
across all three science disciplines. Biology focuses 
on how living things are structured and function, 
diseases and our responses to them, genetics, 
evolution and ecology. 

Chemistry starts with atomic structure: what all 
substances are made from and how they react and 
bond together to form the complexities of 
everything in the world, both inanimate and living. 
This develops into fuels and their uses, energy 
changes in reactions, structure of the atmosphere 
and the Earth’s resources. 

In physics we study the physical properties of 
matter and energy including heat and other 
radiation, sound, electricity, magnetism, and again 
the structure of atoms.

Science doesn’t just give students the confidence, 
knowledge and skills to answer the questions of 
their childhood, it gives them the tools to be able to 
keep answering them as they grow older.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA

Marie Curie

6

Mrs L Worsnop

Combined Science

6 x 75-minute papers

Two Biology
Two Chemistry
Two Physics

There are 21 required 
practicals during your 
course. 
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“Scientists have become the bearers of the torch of 
discovery in our quest for knowledge.”

Triple Science students will study the same core 
content as Combined Science but with a few 
additional elements designed to stretch and 
challenge. Students eligible for Triple Science will 
be identified early in Year 10. 

Content includes microbiology, monoclonal 
antibodies, the brain and the eye, kidneys, cloning, 
plant diseases and defences, and plant hormones in 
biology.

Chemistry incorporates organic reactions including 
alcohols and esters, making polymers, titrations, 
and using the Earth's resources.

Physics extends the core content with the addition 
of more about nuclear radiation, moments, levers 
and gears, road and car safety, light, generators 
and transformers, and space.

Science incorporates absolutely everything in the 
universe from the smallest particle to the largest 
supercluster.  Science allows us to link isolated 
facts into a coherent and comprehensive 
understanding of the natural world. It is a way of 
discovering how those things work today, how they 
worked in the past, and how they are likely to work 
in the future. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA

Stephen Hawking

7

Mrs L Worsnop

Triple Science

GCSE Biology
GCSE Chemistry
GCSE Physics

Each GCSE is 
examined through two 
105-minute papers.

There are 8 required 
practicals for 
Chemistry, 10 for 
Biology and 10 for 
Physics. 
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““If it doesn’t challenge you, it won’t change you.”

All students in Years 10 and 11 have an 
entitlemnent to Core Physical Education. During the 
Core PE session, students will cover a range of 
sports. Some of these sports students will know 
having studied them in Years 7-9, but in Years 10 
and 11 there is a more mature and tailored 
approach to PE. 

Core PE students get to select what topic they take 
part in. Usually there are four topics to choose from 
which include traditional PE games-based activities 
such as football and netball which are taught in a 
Games. 

Additional sports are added in Years 10 and 11 
such as trampolining, bootcamp fitness, yoga, 
fitness-suite session and dodgeball. Students will 
also get the option of studying nutrition in more 
detail. 

CURRICULUM LEADER

Fred Devito

8

Mr G Richardson
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“Everything has been figured out, except how to live.”

Assemblies: You will have a 30-minute assembly 
every week that will be focused on an issue related 
to your personal development. There are additional 
talks put on about careers and future study options.

PSHE: You will study Personal, Social and Health 
Education for 60-minutes a week during tutor time. 
As part of this time you will follow the new 
Relationships and Sex Education programme that 
all schools have to provide from September2020. 

Religious Education: You will continue to study 
some aspects of religion and philosophy in Key 
Stage 4, which will build on your work in the subject 
in Key Stage 3.

Maths and English Intervention: In Year 11, some 
of your tutor time will be used for additional work on 
Maths and English in order to prepare you for your 
final exams. 

Reading: you will have dedicated reading time in 
which you will be allowed to read a book of your 
own. Help for choosing an appropriate book can be 
found in the school library. 

TUTOR TIME LEADER

Jean-Paul Sartre

9

Mr C Skipp
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“Art, freedom and creativity will change society faster than 
politics.”

Art is all about communicating your ideas visually. 
During this course, we will give you the tools to 
explore the things that interest you and support you 
in making artwork that you can be proud of. 

As artists, we promote creativity, experimentation 
and technical excellence. If you have the passion 
then the sky is really the limit to what you can 
achieve.

All students on this course will learn to make work in 
a wide range of media. You will get to explore 
traditional wet and dry materials such as pencils 
and pastels through to inks and different paints. In 
addition, you will experiment with printmaking 
techniques such as etching and mono prints, and 
also three-dimensional media like clay. 

You will have the opportunity to try photography, 
editing and even some animation if you are 
interested. Alongside your practical work you will 
get to analyse a range of historical and 
contemporary artists from around the world which 
will help you to refine ideas and techniques leading 
to the production of original portfolio of your work. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Edexcel

Victor Pinchuk

10

Mr M Kitson-Cook

Portfolio (60%)

Over the course of Year 
10 and 11 you will build 
a portfolio based on the 
skills you have been 
taught.

Practical Exam (40%)

In Year 11 you will 
generate a portfolio 
over two days in exam 
conditions.
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“Business opportunities are like buses: there's always 
another one coming.”

Why is Business Studies amazing?

Do you want to know how to run a business? Do 
you want to know how to market a product? Do you 
want to know how a business manages its 
finances? You can learn all of this if you chose to 
study GCSE Business Studies. 

Business studies will introduce you to the world of 
entrepreneurs such as Sir Alan Sugar and Sir 
Richard Branson. You will study businesses such as 
Amazon, McDonalds and Apple. And you will build 
your knowledge of both small and large business 
enterprises and how they function. 

What will you study?

• Enterprise and entrepreneurship
• Spotting a business opportunity
• Putting a business idea into practice
• Making the business effective
• Understanding external influences on 

business
• Growing the business
• Making marketing decisions
• Making operational decisions
• Making financial decisions
• Making human resource decisions

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Pearson Edexcel Level 
1 / Level 2 GCSE in 
Business

Richard Branson

11

Mr R Carroll

Theme 1 (50%) 
Investigating small 
business (Exam)

Theme 2 (50%): 
Building a business 
(Exam)
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"Everyone should know how to program a computer, 
because it teaches you how to think."

Why is computer science amazing?

Computer science is about learning the language of 
the future. Everyone uses a computer, whether it is 
a smartphone, games console or a PC, but not 
everyone understands how they work. You will grow 
your knowledge of how computers work and how to 
use them to solve problems. You will also gain skills 
and develop your understanding of how to create 
and develop programs and software.

What will you study?

Computational thinking: understanding how to 
think through complex problems, taking the time to 
understand what the problem is, and then to design 
solutions.

Programming skills: learning how to use C# (an 
industry-standard language) to implement your 
solutions.

Computing concepts: you will learn the 
fundamentals of data representation, computer 
networks, operating systems, and computer 
hardware and software. You will also explore 
cybersecurity, including the types of cyberattacks 
and how to defend computer systems.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE Computer 
Science (C# Language)

Steve Jobs

12

Mr R Carroll

Paper 1: 
Computational thinking 
and programming skills 
(Exam), 

Paper 2: Computing 
concepts (Exam). 

Practical programming 
in C#, which will be 
assessed in Paper 1.
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“And the rhythm of life is a powerful beat,
Puts a tingle in your fingers and a tingle in your feet.”

In Dance you will study a variety of different dance 
styles including contemporary, jazz and street. You 
will develop skills and techniques through 
workshops and rehearsals in preparation for a live 
performance. During the course you will explore the 
stylistic qualities and practitioners involved within 
each of these styles which will inform both their 
practical work and coursework. Students will 
access professional repertoire from influential and 
current dancers who are significant within the 
profession. 

During this course, you will have the opportunity to 
develop your performance, personal management 
and collaborative skills, which will fully prepare you 
for a successful future within the Performing Arts 
industry. NB: An Audition maybe required.

During Component 1 you will study how to be a 
professional dancer, across different styles. 

During Component 2 you will develop skills and 
techniques in your chosen discipline of dance. 

During Component 3 you will consider how 
practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts 
and put this into practice in a performance. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Edexcel BTEC Level 
1/2 Tech Award in 
Performing Arts (Dance 
Approach)

Sammy Davis Jr

13

Mrs Hodges

The course is divided 
into three component:

Component 1: 30%
Component 2: 30%
Component 3: 40%

Components 1 and 2 
involve a written and 
practical internal 
assessment, and 
Component 3 is 
externally assessed. 
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“Every great design begins with an even better story.”

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare you to 
participate confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. You will gain 
awareness and learn from wider influences on 
Design and Technology including historical, social, 
cultural, environmental and economic factors. You  
will get the opportunity to work creatively when 
designing and making and apply technical and 
practical expertise.

The GCSE Design and Technology course will 
provide students with a breadth of core technical 
knowledge and understanding that consists of: 

• New and emerging technologies 

• energy generation and storage 

• developments in new materials 

• systems approach to designing 

• mechanical devices 

• materials and their working properties. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE Design and 
Technology

Lorinda Mamo, Designer

14

Mr R Arbelaez

Unit 1 – Exam (50%)

Unit 2 – Coursework 
(50%)
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“Science can amuse and fascinate us all, but it is engineering that 
changes the world.”

Engineering design is a process used to identify 
market opportunities and solve problems which 
contribute to the development of new products 
and systems. Through research and practical 
activities, you will understand how market 
requirements and opportunities inform client 
briefs and will use practical skills such as 
drawing, computer modelling and model making 
to communicate design ideas.

The Cambridge Nationals in Engineering Design 
encourage you to communicate and apply 
practical skills to produce a prototype in the 
form of a model and test design ideas to inform 
further product development.

A practical approach to teaching and learning 
will provide you with knowledge in engineering 
technology and develop your critical thinking, 
creativity and dexterous skills through engaging 
practical experiences. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

OCR Level 1/2 
Cambridge National 
Certificate in 
Engineering Design

Isaac Asimov

15
Mr R Arbelaez

This qualification 
consists of four 
mandatory units as 
follows:

- Design briefs, design 
specifications and user 
requirements
- Product analysis and 
research
- Developing and 
presenting engineering 
design
- 3D design realisation
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“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.”

You will have the opportunity to study a language 
which will not only support language skills in the 
French language but also in your own native 
language by learning grammar techniques and 
patterns. The course will also teach you a string of 
other skills including communication, listening, 
reading, writing, cognitive skills, mental flexibility, 
multi-tasking and problem solving. 

Learning French will put you above other 
candidates in many different contexts as it gives 
you the confidence to be a great listener, a 
confident culturally-aware citizen, improve your 
social interaction and connection to other peers. All 
this while learning a skill for life that is fun! 

You can be creative in many ways in learning and 
using authentic French expressions and language 
with subject-specialist teachers. In GCSE French 
we learn grammar and topics but learn to adapt 
these into exciting situations such as role plays 
about current culture such as Bastille Day and what 
is la galette des rois? You will get to put these into 
practice on the popular French trip to Paris or the 
north of France in Year 10. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE French

Nelson Mandela

16

Miss A Mills-Vingoe

Theme 1: Identity and 
Culture

Theme 2: Local, 
national, international 
and global areas of 
interest

Theme 3: Current and 
future study and 
employment

It is possible to take a GCSE in Russian, Polish or Portuguese. Please discuss 
this with Miss Mills-Vingoe.
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“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about 
understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across 
continents. And in the end, it's about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring 
people together.”

“I only have limited options, why choose 
Geography?”

We believe that you should take Geography 
because it helps you: 

• to understand the environment at local and 
global scales

• to know your world through fieldwork
• to make decisions that balance environmental 

and developmental concerns
• to develop a wide range of skills such as 

presenting arguments or map skills
• to use computers and other technology for 

analysis / presentation
• to know where places in the world are
• to understand current global issues and how 

they have arisen
• to learn about other cultures, societies and 

places
• to understand how individuals are global 

citizens and have wider reaching responsibilities

The compulsory fieldwork visits to Cromer and 
Norwich allow you to experience the very things you 
are learning about. We are privileged to live in a part 
of the world that is geographically diverse in both its 
physical and human characteristics and we have 
exciting Geography on our doorstep. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Edexcel A GCSE 
Geography

Barak Obama

17

Mrs Z Hill

Mr C Moon

Component 1 (37.5%)
The Physical 
Environment (Exam)

Component 2 (37.5%)
The Human 
Environment (Exam)

Component 3 (25%)
Geographical 
Investigation (Exam)
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“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to 
his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his 
heart.”

You will have the opportunity to study a language 
which will not only support language skills in the 
German language but also in your own native 
language by learning grammar techniques and 
patterns. It will also teach you a string of other skills 
including communication, listening, reading, writing, 
cognitive skills, mental flexibility, multitasking and 
problem solving. 

Learning German will put you above other 
candidates in many different contexts as it gives 
you the confidence to be a great listener, a 
confident culturally-aware citizen, improve your 
social interaction and connection to other peers. All 
this whilst learning a skill for life that is fun! 

You can be creative in many ways in learning and 
using authentic German expressions and language 
with subject specialist teachers. In GCSE German 
we learn grammar and topics but learn to adapt 
these into exciting situations such as role plays 
about current culture such as Oktoberfest, Cologne 
Carnival and what is the longest German word. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE German

Nelson Mandela

18

Miss A Mills-Vingoe

Theme 1: Identity and 
Culture

Theme 2: Local, 
national, international 
and global areas of 
interest

Theme 3: Current and 
future study and 
employment

It is possible to take a GCSE in Russian, Polish or Portuguese. Please discuss 
this with Miss Mills-Vingoe.
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“Things done well and with a care, exempt themselves from 
fear.”

The care industry is the largest employer in the 
country. During the Health and Social Care (HSC) 
course there are a range of topics that students will 
learn about. Communication is vital in any job and in 
the communication unit students will learn different 
methods of communication and look at the 
interesting cultural variations that exist across the 
world. There is a practical element to this unit and 
could involve visits into real life settings. 

Essential values of care that all workers in the HSC 
industry need in order to be able to give fantastic 
care will be studied. There is an element of law in 
this unit, when learning about legislation in the 
industry. 

There is also a unit that covers practical first aid. 
You will not only learn first-aid techniques but will 
understand why first-aid techniques are used to 
save lives. You will perform practical first aid and 
complete a recognised short first-aid course. 

Another interesting unit covered is the body 
systems unit. There is a large biology element to 
this unit. You will learn how and why the various 
body systems work and some of the conditions 
associated with the systems. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

OCR Cambridge 
National

William Shakespeare

19

Mr G Richardson

Unit 1 (Exam): Essential 
Values of Care

Unit 2 (Coursework): 
Communication

Unit 3 (Coursework): 
Body Systems

Unit 4 (Coursework): 
First Aid
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“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin 
and culture, is like a tree without roots.”

GCSE History is for anyone who is curious about 
the past. History is a selection of the most 
interesting things that people have said and done 
and is the greatest story ever told. 

You will learn about democracy and dictatorship in 
Germany from 1890-1945, exploring Germany 
before and after the First World War, life in Nazi 
Germany and the end of Hitler’s dictatorship. In 
addition, you will study ‘Health and the People, 
c1000 to present day’ looking at the developments 
of medicine, surgery and public health from the 
11th-20th Century. 

In year 11, you will learn about the astonishing 44-
year reign of Queen Elizabeth I, ranging from her 
early rule to the defeat of the Spanish Armada, and 
study ‘Conflict and Tension in Asia’ focusing on the 
Korean and the Vietnam War between 1950-1975. 

As well as equipping those who take it to be active 
citizens in the modern world, history teaches the 
ability to argue, analyse evidence to reach 
conclusions, write essays and justify opinions. The 
past creates the present, and it is impossible to 
understand the world today unless you understand 
history.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA

Marcus Gaevey

20

Miss K Flynn

Ms A Peirce

Paper 1: 
Understanding the 
modern world 
Unit A: Germany 1890-
1945: Democracy and 
Dictatorship; Unit B: 
Conflict and tension in 
Asia, 1950-75)

Paper 2: Shaping the 
nation (Unit A: Health 
and the people c.1000-
the present and Unit B: 
Elizabethan England).
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“One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, if one has not 
dined well.”

This course offers you a unique opportunity for you 
to develop your knowledge about food and extend 
your skills in food preparation and cooking, planning 
and time management, communication and 
problem solving. 

The award has been designed to enable you to gain 
a good foundation of knowledge and understanding 
and skills required by the hospitality and catering 
industry, which is a major employer of people in the 
UK

You will gain lots of hands-on experience and the 
opportunity to practise all the skills you have learnt. 
You will be able to showcase your skills when we 
run catering events, or when you are taking prt in 
competitions or completing your final practical 
assessment. We hope to run some visits to 
Hospitality venues to support your learning. 

The course will open your eyes to a world of career 
opportunities. It will also give you the confidence to 
cook for yourselves and your family using high level 
skills and techniques and ingredients from across 
the globe.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

WJEC Vocational 
Award Level 1/2 

Virginia Woolf

21

Ms G Taylor

Unit 1 (40%)
The Hospitality and 
Catering Industry 
(Written Exam)

Unit 2 (60%)
Hospitality and 
Catering in Action. This 
requires you to 
research, prepare, cook 
and present dishes in 9 
hours (including a 4-
hour practical 
assessment)
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‘Music is life itself’

This course allows you to engage with the music 
industry and develop a range of relevant practical 
and technical skills.

You will explore music product development and 
events management as well as developing your 
performance skills and learning to compose. 
Together with the rest of your class, you will also 
put on a live gig (streamed online if necessary). You 
will also learn how the music industry works.

As part of this course you will have the opportunity 
for one-to-one instrumental or vocal lessons with an 
expert musician from Thetford Music Project. This is 
a great opportunity to develop your skills, further 
your passion for music and to gain insider 
knowledge about the industry from someone who 
works in the profession.

Although a basic understanding of music theory is 
preferred, what you really need for this course is the 
ability to confidently play an instrument, sing or rap. 
You also need a passion for listening to music! 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

BTEC L1/2 First 
Award in Music

Please note that you may 
be asked to complete an 
audition for this course.

Louis Armstrong
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Mrs Hodges

The course is split into 
four units:

- The Music Industry 

- Managing Music 
Product

- Introducing Music 
Composition

- Introducing Music 
Performance
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“I’ve failed over and over again in my life. And that is why I 
succeed.”

During the BTEC Sport course there are a range of 
topics that you will learn about. Fitness for sport 
and exercise will cover topics such as fitness 
training and testing, exercise intensity and the 
principles of training that all athletes should follow if 
they wish to improve. This unit will set you up to be 
able to design and carry out a fitness training plan in 
a future unit. 

The second unit covers practical sports 
performance where the key focus is performing in 
two sports. You will also learn to observe and 
analyse performance just like the sport statisticians 
do. In addition, you will learn what the body does as 
a result of exercise. You will learn why some of the 
long-term adaptations happen to sports performers, 
as well as some fascinating scientific theories on the 
energy systems.  

BTEC Sport incorporates key aspects of the 
industry: there is a large focus on sports 
performance and participation in practical sport, as 
well as leading sessions. Lots of the theory can be 
taught in interesting practical ways including a large 
range of fitness activities. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Pearson BTEC First in 
Sport

Michael Jordan
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Mr G Richardson

Unit 1 (Exam)

Unit 2 (Practical Sport)

Unit 3 (Fitness Training 
and Performance 
Design)

Unit 4 (Sports 
Performer in Action)
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“Theatre can help us build our future, rather than just waiting 
for it.”

This course is aimed at students who have a 
passion and commitment to Drama and who relish 
working as a team in a creative process. The course 
provides an excellent opportunity to express 
creativity and gain an insight into the Performing 
Arts industry. NB: An audition maybe required

During this course will explore a variety of 
performance styles including naturalism, epic 
theatre and physical theatre. You will develop your 
skills and techniques through workshops and 
rehearsals, in preparation for a live performance. 

During Component 1, you will get a taste of what it 
is like to be a professional actor, across different 
performance styles, creative intentions and 
purpose.

During Component 2 you will develop skills and 
techniques in your chosen discipline of acting, 
which will involve physical, interpretative, vocal and 
rehearsal skills during workshops and classes.

During Component 3 you will consider how 
practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts 
and put this into practice in a performance lasting 
10–15 minutes (which is filmed) to your chosen 
target audience.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Edexcel BTEC Level 
1/2 Tech Award in 
Performing Arts

Augusto Boal
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Mrs Hodges

The course is divided 
into three component:

Component 1: 30%
Component 2: 30%
Component 3: 40%

Components 1 and 2 
involve a written and 
practical internal 
assessment, and 
Component 3 is 
externally assessed. 
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“Essentially what photography is is life lit up.”

If you like the thought of being creative but do not 
enjoy drawing then this is the subject for you. We 
will teach you how a camera works and you will 
even have the chance to build your own one! 

During the course, we will teach you how to use a 
darkroom and how to edit photos in Photoshop. In 
terms of presentation we will teach you how to 
mount photographs through to planning a whole 
installation. 

In the first part of the course we go through a 
programme of workshops to give you the skills that 
you will need to be confident using a DSLR camera 
and knowledge to navigate Photoshop. You will get 
to explore and analyse the work of other 
photographers so that you can make work like a 
professional. 

Do not worry if you have only taken pictures on your 
phone before: we have got all of the equipment that 
you need to get you started. We even have a fully 
equipped studio so you can learn how to use 
lighting and take magazine quality photos.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

Edexcel

Sam Abell
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Mr M Kitson-Cook

Portfolio (60%)

Over the course of Year 
10 and 11 you will build 
a portfolio based on the 
skills you have been 
taught.

Practical Exam (40%)

In Year 11 you will 
generate a portfolio 
over two days in exam 
conditions.
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“Education is what survives when what has been learned has 
been forgotten.”

Psychology is an inspirational subject that will 
change the way you think. It can be defined as the 
science of mind and behaviour. Essentially, 
psychology is all about people: we are all amateur 
psychologists every time we try and work out why 
someone acted the way they did or try to predict 
how someone might behave or react. Psychology 
tries to answer these questions by investigating 
them in a more scientific manner.

This GCSE introduces students to the fundamentals 
of psychology, developing critical analysis, 
independent thinking and research skills. Topics 
within the course include social influence, memory, 
perception, neuropsychology and psychological 
problems. After studying the theoretical background 
of a piece of research, practical sessions allow the 
students hands-on experience, bringing a deeper 
understanding to each of the topics.

Psychology can lead to A Levels in social sciences 
and help to open doors into specific careers in 
industrial, clinical or forensic psychology, 
counselling and therapy, but it is also a useful 
qualification to have if you are thinking of any career 
that involves dealing with people.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE Psychology

B.F. Skinner
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Ms S Knight

Section 1

Cognition and 
Behaviour

Section 2

Social Context and 
Behaviour
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“The function of sociology as of every science, is to reveal 
that which is hidden.”

Have you ever wondered how we developed into 
the society we are today? How the way you see 
yourself determines the way people identify you? 
Whether more men than women are more likely to 
commit a crime?

Sociology helps you to gain knowledge and 
understanding of key social structures, processes 
and issues through the study of families, education, 
crime and deviance and social stratification. The 
subject will broaden your mind, helping you to see 
your world from different perspectives and in new 
and thought-provoking ways. 

During the course, you will learn how to use of 
evidence to support your arguments, how to 
investigate facts and how to think critically. It is 
relevant to issues in today’s society and it opens 
doors to both A Levels and to many apprenticeship 
courses.

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE Sociology

Pierre Bourdieu
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Ms S Knight

Section 1

The Sociology of 
Families and Education

Section 2

The Sociology of Crime 
and Deviance and 
Social Stratification
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“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.”

You will have the opportunity to study a language 
which will not only support language skills in the 
Spanish language but also in your own native 
language by learning grammar techniques and 
patterns. It will also teach you a length of other skills 
including communication, listening, reading, writing, 
cognitive skills, mental flexibility, multitasking and 
problem solving. 

Learning Spanish will put you above other 
candidates in many different contexts as it gives 
you the confidence to be a great listener, a 
confident culturally-aware citizen, improve your 
social interaction and connection to other peers. All 
this while learning a skill for life that is fun! 

You can be creative in many ways in learning and 
using authentic Spanish expressions and language 
with subject-specialist teachers. In GCSE Spanish 
we learn grammar and topics but learn to adapt 
these into exciting situations such as role plays 
about current culture such as La Tomatina, Feria 
and whether chorizo is in a real paella. You will get 
to put these into practice on the popular Spanish 
trip to Andalucía in Year 10. 

SPECIFICATION

COURSE STRUCTURE

CURRICULUM LEADER

AQA GCSE Spanish

Nelson Mandela
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Miss A Mills-Vingoe
Miss S Lopes

Theme 1: Identity and 
Culture

Theme 2: Local, 
national, international 
and global areas of 
interest

Theme 3: Current and 
future study and 
employment

It is possible to take a GCSE in Russian, Polish or Portuguese. Please discuss 
this with Miss Mills-Vingoe.
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