
 
 

 

Newsletter 3: 8th November 2019 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
We've maintained our positive momentum into the new half term and have 
plenty to be feeling optimistic about at Thetford Academy.  Last month we had 
our final GCSE results checked and confirmed by the Department for Education.  
This confirmed that our class of 2019 made nearly a quarter of a grade better 
progress than the national average, which was the 10th best result in Norfolk and 
the 8th best among 55 similar schools nationwide.  We've also had an 
independent review of the school this week, which reported that the school 
continues to be very quiet, calm and orderly.  The reviewer described our pupils 
as being 'articulate, confident and full of potential'.  We wholeheartedly agree 
and are very proud of them. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Dan Carter 
 

Safeguarding 
 
There is a lot in the media (local and national) about County Lines, where children 
are manipulated in the community to act as drug runners. This is happening 
around the country, and it is also taking place in Norfolk and Suffolk. All staff in 
school are trained to be vigilant for signs, and are clear about the procedures for 
reporting.  
Please have a look at the website below for further information on county lines: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/at
tachment_data/file/741194/HOCountyLinesGuidanceSept2018.pdf 
 
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/drug-
trafficking/county-lines 
 
If you require anything further on this, please talk to a member of the 
safeguarding team in school. 
 

Homework 
 
Mr Fordham spoke with all pupils in Years 7-11 this week about homework and 
managing independent study time. As a school, we know homework is an 
important way in which our pupils learn the skills of private study and how to 
manage their time, as well as reinforcing the work they are doing in lessons. 
There is lots of support available in school for homework. A homework club runs 
after school Monday-Thursday from 3pm to 4pm where pupils can go to get help 
with their homework, and pupils are encouraged to talk to their teachers before a 
homework deadline if they have questions about what to do. From next week, we 
are going to change our approach to sanctions so that pupils who do not 
complete a homework will spend one hour in detention after school, during 
which time they are expected to complete the homework they have missed. If 
parents have questions or concerns about homework, then they are encouraged 
to contact Mr Fordham (michaelfordham@inspirationtrust.org). 

 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 
Two weeks into this half 
term and we have seen 
another slight increase in 
attendance, going from 
93.7% to 94%. This is 
again another positive 
step in moving towards 
the national average of 
94.6%.  
 
However, our work is far 
from complete and we 
have noticed that there 
has been a little spike in 
non attendance based on 
how wet it is on 
particular days! If you 
open the curtains and it is 
raining or a bit cold, 
please make sure that 
you are fully prepared for 
your journey to school 
and dress appropriately. 
Get out that door and get 
into lessons; challenge 
yourself and aspire to be 
the best you can be. 
 
Top Tutor groups for each 
year: 
 

  Year 7 7 Delta1     99.3% 

  Year 8 8 Delta3     98.8% 

  Year 9   9 Gamma6     95.4% 

    Year 10    10 Omega7     96.3% 

    Year 11   11 Alpha 9     93.6% 

 

Let’s aim for 100% next 
week. Remember every 
day counts! 
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Hegarty Heros Awards  

 
 
Year 7= Holly Rose Cooper, Ryan Carter 
Year 8 = Lilly Tate, Lewis Belton 
Year 9 = Abbie Prentice, Katie Day 
Year 10 = Alfie Smith, Madelyn Lyra 
Year 11 = India Fairweather, Tyler Jennings 
 

Shakespeare Schools Foundation 
 
22 students took part in a performance of 'Romeo and Juliet' this week at The Norwich Playhouse. We had two 
student directors and student technicians who gained experience working in a professional venue. Our students 
performed twice and were praised for their ensemble work, focus and professionalism. Audience feedback 
included that: 'It was an honour to watch your show.' Congratulations to the cast of Romeo and Juliet who have 
demonstrated passion, resilience and commitment on this project.  
 

 
 

Thetford Dolphins 
 
Four students from Thetford Academy went to Thetford’s twin town, Hurth in 
Germany, for an annual Links swimming gala.  They were part of the Thetford 
Dolphins team who won for the third year running.  Well done and 
congratulations to Emma Malcolm, Ben Buckley, James Foot and Ella Darton. 
  
 

Brilliant Club 
 
This term eight Year 12 students enrolled on the Brilliant Club Scholars Programme. The programme is aimed at 
increasing the numbers of students from our school applying for, and gaining, places at highly-selective universities. 
To start off the programme we went to Fitzwilliam College, University of Cambridge to find out about the application 
and interview process for Cambridge, in addition to what life at university could be like. The students also had their 
first seminar with their tutor, PhD student Sarah Wilson Kemsley. We will now be completing a project with her, 
based around her research, looking at 'Prediction and preparation for future climate extremes: how, why, and 
exactly what is changing?', culminating in a final essay that will be marked at a university level. 
 
"The experience itself was very interesting and it gave a lot of insight into life as a university student. It was very 
encouraging and gave me more reason to want to go to university" Holly Caunt, Year 12 

 

 

 

 



Parental Advisory Body 
 
A reminder that all nominations for the Thetford Academy Parental Advisor Body are due by Monday  11th 
November 2019. This group, comprising parents, governors, and staff, will meet termly to advise the Local 
Governing Body on issues concerning pupil welfare, attendance, behaviour, home/school liaison, community 
relations etc.  It will fulfil a valuable role and it is important that parents are properly represented so that their 
voice is heard by the Local Governing Body. 

 
Staff contacts 
 
Please see the list below for all head of year and parent liaison officer contacts. 

 

Position Name Email address 

Head of Year 7 Miss Hodkinson katehodkinson@inspirationtrust.org 

Year 7 parent liaison 
officer (PLO) 

Ms Johnson 
lisajohnson@inspirationtrust.org 

Head of Year 8 Mr Phipps jonnyphipps@inspirationtrust.org 

Year 8 parent liaison 
officer (PLO) 

Mrs O'Brien 
emmao'brien@inspirationtrust.org 

Head of Year 9 Mr Zielinski timzielinski@inspirationtrust.org 

Year 9 parent liaison 
officer (PLO) 

Ms Lees 
thereselees@inspirationtrust.org 

Head of Year 10  Miss Allcock katieallcock @inspirationtrust.org 

Year 10 parent liaison 
officer (PLO) 

Mrs Thirtle 
lorrainethirtle@inspirationtrust.org 

Head of Year 11 Mrs Karim safinakarim@inspirationtrust.org 

Year 11 parent liaison 
officer (PLO) 

Mrs Bailey 
kerrybailey@inspirationtrust.org 

Sixth form support 
manager 

Mrs Fields 
samfields@inspirationtrust.org 

 


