
 
 

Newsletter 2: October 2019 

 
 
Principal’s Message 

 
I'm really pleased with the start we have made to this academic year and  
feel we have much to be excited and about in the terms ahead.  Your  
children are a genuine pleasure to work with, and I know you would be  
proud of the maturity and hard work we experience from them on a daily 
basis.  We get a lot of visitors to the school, and I've been humbled by the 
glowing feedback we've received about your children, particularly regarding 
their manners and confidence.  We've still got things we can improve, and 
we're working hard to promote positive behaviours on the journey to and 
from school.  It can be frustrating to feel that the positive reputation we are 
earning for our work in school can be undermined by the silly and 
inconsiderate behaviour of a minority out on Croxton Road.  My number one 
priority will always be your child's safety, and I would appreciate it if you 
could reinforce to your child our messages about being aware of dangers on 
the road, not taking risks and being considerate to road users and 
pedestrians.  I wish you and your families a restful and safe half term. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dan Carter 

 

Safeguarding 
 
We will continue to talk about online safety with students next half term. 
Below are some links to good websites which give advice on supporting 
children with online safety, and reporting abuse online. 
 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/ 
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
 

Hegarty Heros Awards  

 
 
Year 7= Alfie McElvogue 
Year 8 = Alice Wood 
Year 9 = Abbie Prentice 
Year 10 = Martim Francisco 
Year 11 = Connor Odey 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 
 
It's the end of half term one, and 
with the nights drawing in and the 
mornings getting colder we have 
unfortunately seen a dip in 
attendance over the last fortnight, 
bringing the schools overall 
attendance to 93.7%. The national 
average is 94.6% and the 
minimum expectation that we are 
aiming to exceed. 
 
This dip has been mainly 
attributed to a spike in the 
number of low-level illnesses 
being called in, either due to colds 
or upset stomachs. Please 
remember that if feeling under 
the weather every attempt to get 
into school is made as more often 
than not symptoms begin to fade 
as the day progresses. The school 
will be able to monitor and make 
the decision whether students are 
able to continue with their studies 
or required to go home. 
 
On a positive note, we have 585 
students with 100% attendance 
for the half term. A big well done 
to all of those students.  
 
Top tutor groups for the fortnight 
are : 
 
7 Alpha 1 - 98% 
8 Gamma 3 - 98% 
8 Gamma 4 - 99% 
10 Alpha 8 - 98% 
 
Keep challenging, and striving to 
attend. Remember that every day 
counts. 
 

 
 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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Athlete Visit 

 
On 1st October, Year 7 students had a visit from a former national basketball 
player, Pierre Henry Fontaine. Students were exposed to a fitness circuit led 
by Pierre. Many of the students found it tough; they did however display high 

levels of resilience to complete the activities set. There was also an assembly 
in which Pierre talked about his career and the challenges he faced: he spoke 
about  how he prepared for his career in terms of his schooling, diet, training 
and lifestyle. Staff and students were then invited to challenge themselves to 
see if they could jump as high as him! At the end of the morning a question 
and answer session was held where students showed their maturity and 
inquisitive nature asking intelligent questions. Students were asked to raise 
sponsorship money for the event where they raised an amazing £300! 
 

 
 

Girls Rugby 
 
On Tuesday 8th October, 27 U15 girls attended the Central Norfolk Girls Rugby 
afternoon. Students were taken through a non-contact session developing 
skills such as passing and looking for space. This was followed by a contact 
session in order to enhance their knowledge of the tackle and ruck which they 
had all been looking forward to. Lastly there was a recap over the scrum 
before there were a number of Xpitch 7-style games before the day 
concluded.  
 

Careers Trip 
 
On Thursday 10th October, 14 year 9 and 10 students visited Easton College 
on a ‘How to be a PE Teacher’ experience day. Our students developed an 
understanding of the routes into teaching and the challenges that they had 
faced. They had a working lunch to plan then a 30-minute session which had 
to fit the brief which they then delivered to the rest of the students in the 
afternoon. They were honest in their self-reflection and received some 
constructive criticism from teachers. The day finished with a presentation 
about what opportunities Easton College could provide for students which left 
students beginning to think about careers and their futures.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the diary 
 

Upcoming Trips 

 
28th October – Choir Practise 
at Thetford Academy 
29th October – Brilliant Club to 
Cambridge University 
27th November – STEM trip to 
John Innes Centre, Norwich 
10th-13th December- Sixth 
form trip to Cern, Switzerland 
12th February 2020 – Careers 
in Language day at Thetford 
Academy 
11th March – Maths Feast 
7th-9th May – Silver D of E 
practise 
5th-6th June – Bronze D of E 
practice expedition 
26th-28th June – Silver D of E 
expedition 
26th-29th June – Geography 
trip to Dorset 
7th-10th July – History and 
Geography trip to Italy 
10th-11th July – Bronze D of E 
expedition 
 
 
 


