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Principals Message 
 
Please find the first edition of our new parent bulletin.  I'm really keen 
to improve the quality and frequency of our communication with you 
this year, therefore this bulletin will be issued fortnightly, sharing 
upcoming dates and important messages from the school. 
 
The new academic year has got off to a fantastic start, hot on the heels 
of our best ever GCSE results this Summer.  I must pay tribute to the 
class of 2019 for their achievements:  32% of them achieved the 'gold 
standard' of grade 5 or better in both English and Maths.  This was a 
14% improvement on the previous year, and equates to a whole extra 
class of pupils achieving those 'door opening' qualifications.  The 
number of GCSEs graded at 8 or 9 (A* +) more than doubled, 
demonstrating that the most able really can thrive here.  Our 
provisional progress measure shows that Thetford pupils made a 
quarter of a grades better progress than the national average, which is 
likely to put us around the top 10 schools in Norfolk for that measure. 
 
In short, Thetford Academy pupils are showing that they can be 
successful and that they make better progress on average than pupils 
in other schools.  This growing positive reputation is reflected in our 
recent successful open evening.  We had over 400 people through our 
doors last Thursday to see the school.  The atmosphere was extremely 
positive and the feedback universally favourable.  I am incredibly 
proud of the 300 pupils who came back to support and show off the 
school on Thursday.  Their confidence, politeness and positivity was 
hugely impressive. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dan Carter 
 

Safeguarding 
 
We are talking to students regularly about road safety. Please can you 
support us by reminding pupils, when walking to and from school and 
crossing roads, to be mindful of other road users, such as cars, 
motorbikes and bicycles.  In addition to this, not to cross the road in 
large groups.  
 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 
The new academic year has 
started with a bang and our 
students have come to school 
motivated and in a much 
higher attendance compared to 
this point last year. Nearly a 2% 
increase, which is fantastic! 
 
Having struggled the past few 
years with attendance, we are 
currently driving to exceed 
national average of 94.6% and 
aiming for a minimum of 96% 
attendance school target; and 
we are moving in the right 
direction. I am very pleased to 
see that Years 7 and 8 are 
exceeding this target and 
currently leading the way in the 
school. It is delightful to see so 
many students charged and 
enthusiastic about attending 
school. 
 
At this point there are too 
many individual students at 
100% attendance to mention, 
but you know who you are. 
Well done and keep it going. 
 
Top tutor groups in the school 
are: 
• 7 Delta1 with 98.2% 
• 7 Omega2 with 97.8% 
• 7 Omega3 with 97.8% 
 
Who will it be next week? Can 
you take up the challenge and 
get the top spot? 
 
Remember, every day counts! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Hegarty Heros Awards  

 
Year 7= Lyla Poppy Wilkinson, Taylor Finch 
Year 8 = Emilia Ciesiolkiewicz, Freya Weibel-Ralf 
Year 9 = Tylor-James Rowland-Wicks, Kellen Miller 
Year 10 = Wellen Antoniazzi De Souza, Lewis Cuff 
Year 11 = Gosia Lipinska, Tobias Hall 
 
After school Clubs 3-4pm  
 
Monday 
Booms and Beatz music blub – All years 
Fitness- Year 9-11 
Football- Year 7 – 8 
Girls Rugby - Year 7 – 10 
Netball - All Years  
 
Tuesday 
Recorder ensemble – All Years 
Rugby- Year 7 – 9 
 
Wednesday 
Art Club 
BTEC Sport 
Choir 
Cricket - Boys and Girls Year 7-9 
Dance club 
Fitness - 6th Form only 
 

Senior Leadership Team 
 
Principal                                              Dan Carter 
Vice principal (Academic)                  Michael Fordham 
Vice Principal (Pastoral)                     Peter Seadon 
Assistant Principal                              Ellie Blake 
(Raising Achievement) 
Assistant Principal                              Alan Simmet 
(Attendance and Vulnerable groups) 
Assistant Principal                             Craig Skipp 
(Behaviour and Ethos) 
Assistant Principal                             Helen Thomas-Jones 
(Director of Sixth Form) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the diary 
 
17 October 2019: Sixth Form 
Open Evening 
18 -25 October: Half term 
4- 15 November: Year 11 & 13 
Mock exams 
5 December: Year 9 Parents 
Evening 
20 December (12:45 finish) -6 
January: Christmas holidays 
16 January: Sixth form 
Parents Evening 
17-21 February: Half term 
24 Feb- 6 March: Year 11 & 13 
Mock exams 
27 February: Year 8 Parents 
Evening 
12 March: Year 9 Options 
Evening 
6-17 April: Easter holiday 
30 April: Year 10 Parents 
Evening 
8 May: Bank Holiday 
25-29 May: Half term 
11 June: Year 7 Parents 
Evening 
18-26 June: Year 10 & 12 
Mock exams 
17 July (12:45 finish): Summer 
holiday  
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