
 

Year 7 Catch Up Report 2019-20 
 
1. The Catch Up Premium 
 
The academy received additional funding known as the “Year 7 catch up premium” that is 
provided to support any pupil who did not reach a score of 100 in their year 6 SATs (low 
prior attainers). The amount of this funding for the 2019-20 academic year was confirmed in 
January 2020 as £42,513.98.  The details of how this fund was spent and its impact is 
detailed below.  In 2019/20, from a cohort of 212 a total of 91 pupils did not meet expected 
standards in GPVS, 93 did not meet expected standards in Reading whilst 73 pupils did not 
meet the expected standard in Maths. Below is a table detailing a range of the schools 
provisions which were allocated to those pupils in year 7 eligible for catch up funding. 
2019-20 was the final year of the ‘Year 7 catch up premium’.  This funding has been 
absorbed into a new ‘Covid catch up’ plan. 
 
2. Report on spending in 2019-20 
 

Approach used Provision Cost Number of 
pupils 

supported 

Contribution to four Literacy Raising 
Achievement Managers salaries 
delivering 1:1 reading and literacy 
support/testing through the ‘thinking 
reading’ and Expressive Writing 
programmes 

1:1 and small group literacy 
support 

£20,000 34 

Contribution to Parent Liaison Officer 
salary 

To support with engagement 
in school and close parental 

liaison 

£6000 212 

Contribution to Head of Year TLR To provide academic and 
pastoral oversight and 
guidance for all Year 7 

£3000 212 

Contribution to SEN Lead Practitioner 
salary 

To take the lead in 
assessing any additional 

needs in Year 7 and 
deploying relevant 

interventions.  Testing, 
planning and delivering 
numeracy interventions 

£8000 212 

Contribution to GL Assessments Providing standardised 
assessments in literacy and 
numeracy in order to target 
and evaluate interventions 

£5000 212 



 

 
3. Impact 

Impact of Read, Write, Inc, Fresh Start and English Mastery Curriculum 

In Year 7, pupils who have a very low attainment in initial testing are placed on ‘Read, Write, 
Inc, Fresh Start’, which is a phonics based programme. This programme is run by four 
Literacy Raising Achievement Managers who work with these Year 7 pupils in small groups 
to allow a high degree of personalisation to best meet the needs of the pupils. 47 pupils were 
on this programme last year and by March 2020, 94% had made progress with the accuracy 
of their phonics.  

For pupils who are LPAs, but who are not in need of the phonics support of the ‘Read, Write, 
Inc’ programme, all of Year 7 are taught ‘Mastery Writing’; an element of our Mastery 
curriculum. In Year 7 ‘Mastery Writing’ works to develop basic English skills such as 
sentence structure, grammar and spelling. The combination of these programmes allows 
LPA’s to progress well at Thetford Academy. 

Impact of literacy and numeracy support from learning support 

For pupils with reading ages below 8 years, pupils work with learning support for one hour                
per week giving intensive literacy support. These sessions are either one to one or in groups                
of up to four pupils depending on need. Numeracy support is also provided for those LPAs                
who had very low test scores for calculations in September 2019. In previous years where               
learning has not been disrupted, graduation rates are very high demonstrating that this             
programme of intensive support successfully works to support pupils with the very lowest             
attainment.  

 

 

Impact of the Thinking Reading Programme  

During 2019-2020 there were a total of 67 pupils on the thinking reading programme. All of 
these pupils had a reading age of at least 18 months below their chronological age when 
starting the programme. Of these 67 pupils on the programme, 6 graduated during the year 
with 61 continuing on the programme into the next academic year.  

for Y7 

ARK Schools subscription Curriculum and assessment 
materials with support for 

the KS3 English curriculum 

£754.27 212 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  £42,754.27  

 Students receiving support in September 2019 

Literacy 37 

Numeracy 24 



 

A breakdown of the pupils per year group on the programme in 2019/20 is outlined below. 
Fewer Year 7 pupils were able to be accepted onto the programme than preferable due to 
a large number of EAL pupils and hindrance due to COVID.  

 

 

Progress of students on the Thinking Reading Programme 

The progress that students make on the Thinking Reading programme is strong with an 
average of 1.8 months added to a pupil’s reading age per lesson. The intervention is 
stopped when a pupil's reading age becomes in line with their chronological age and 
re-testing takes place each year to ensure students have not slipped back. On average 
pupils increased their reading age by 4.9 years whilst on the programme. 
 
Reviewers - Dan Carter (Principal)/Ellie Blake(Assistant Principal) 

2019-2020 Thinking Reading Waiting List Graduates 

Year 7 6 25 0 

Year 8 11 8 0 

Year 9 9 0 5 

Year 10 7 0 0 

Year 11 1 0 1 

Total 34 33 6 


